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the Mendipp Miners. 


D_E it known that this is atrue Copy 
429 of the Intolied in. the King's Exche- 
quer in the time of King Edward the 
Fourth, of a debate that wasen the: 
County of Scmerſer, berween the Lord 
an and the 'Tennants of Chewtor, 
and the' Prior of Green Oare:: the {aid 
Prior complaining unto the Kingofgreat- 
Injuries and wrongs that he' had-upon 
"Mendipp, being the King's Forreſt, the 
Rid King Edward commanded the Lord 
Check, the Lord Chief Juitice of Eng/and 
to go down into the County, of Semer- 
fet to Mendipp, and tit in Concord and 
Peace in the ſaid *County concerning 
Mendipp, upon pain of high diſpicaſure. 
The ſaid Lord Check fate upon Acndipp 
on a place of my Lords of Za, calle 
the Forge: Whereas he commanded a!l 
rhe Conmoners to apPear,apd efpecia s 
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as they be able to Winter , without 


ſhould break the ſaid Bonds ſhould for- 


ES) Y 
the four Lords Royals of | Mendipy : 7 
( that is toſav ) the Biſhop of Bath, myſſſ” 
Lord of Glafton, my Lord Benfeld the 


Lord of Chews#:n, and my Eord of Kieb4 
mond, with all the appearance to theſſſ- 
Numer of ten thcuſand People. A 
Proclamation Was made to enquire of alt 
the Company how they would be orde+} 
red, then they with one conſent made}ſ 
anſwer, that they would be ordercd and 
tryed by the four Lords of the Royal-W 
ties; And then the four Lords Royal i[ 
were agreed, that the Comminers of 
Mendipp ſhould turn out their Cattle at 
their ' our-lets as much the Summer; 


hownding or pounding upon whoſe 
grounds ſoever they went to rake their I; 
courſe and recourſe. To which the ſaid WW; 
four Lords Royals did put their Scals, 
and were alſo agreed, that whoſcever 


fcit to the King a thouſand Marks, and 


all the Comminers their bodys and goods i ve 
| tobeatthe King'sPleaſure or Command 
| that dotheither hound or pound. h 


"I 
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T 7he od Ancient Occupation-of Mi- 
-., mers in and upou Mendipp, be- 
ing the King's Forreſt of Men- 
dipp within the County of So- 
merlet, being one of the four 
ll CStaples of England, which have 

- been exerciſed, uſed and conti- 
nued through the ſaid Forreſt of 
Meadipp, from the time whereof 


bereafter doth partice/arly enjue 
the Order. 
_Irſt, that if any rhan whatſoever 


he be, that doth intend to ven- 
ure his-Lite to be a Workman in the. 


be doth purpoſe to work, apd in his ab- 
ſence 'Of his Officers as the Lead Reave 
or Baihif and the Lord, neither bis Ott 
IFers can. deny him. | 


2: rem, That after the firſt Licence 
-had, .the Workman ſhall never-reed to 


A 3 as: : 


ua inunlivins bhati not memory. as: 
2 


{aid Occupetion, he mull firſt of all crave ' 
Licence of the Lord of the Soyle where - 
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 ask leave again but to be at his free will 
to pitch within the Forreſt, and te 
| brake the ground where and in wha 
Place it ſhall pleaſe him to his behall 
and profit, uſing himſelf truſtily 8 tru!y. 


2. Item, If any man that doth begin 
to pitch or groof ſhall have his Hackes 
through two waysafter the Rake. Not: 
that he that doth throw the Hacke 
muſt ſtand to the girdle or waſt in th 


fame- groof, and then no Man fhall or 
_ may work within his Hackes Throwe 


provided always that no Man ſhall o 


can keep but his wet and dry Grodl 
and his Mark. | 


4. Item, That whena Workman har 
landed his Oar he-may carry the fame 
to cleanſing, or blowing te whar Miner 


© ſhall pleaſe him for the ſpcedy making ; 


out of the fame. Sn rhar he- doth tru)) 
pay the-Eord of the Sovie- where it was 


landed h.s dve, which is the: tenth: part 
eereof. 


F. tem, That ifany Lord or Office 
: hat 
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J hath once given Licence to any man to 
fl build, or ſetup any Hearth or Waſhing- 
 hout, ro waſh, cleanſe or blow Oar, he 
QF ehatonce hathleave ſhall keepic for ever, 

j or give it to whom. he will, ſo that he 
doth juſtly pay his Lott Lead, which is 
the tenth pound, which ſhall be blown 
at the Hearth or Hearths, and alſo that 
he doth keep it tennantable as the Cu: 
tome doth require. Ss 


6. Item, That if any man ofthat Oc- 
cupation dotly pick or ſteal any Ledd or 
Oare co the value of thirteen pence halr- 
penny, the Lord or his Officer may ar- 

_ reſtall his Lead works, Houſe and Hearth, 
with all his Groofs and Works, ar! 
keep them: as ſafely ro his own-ule, ani 
ſhail rake the Perſon that hath ſo offer: - 
ded, and bring him where his Houſe is, _ 

er his Work, and all his. Tools or In- 
Aruments to the Occupation belongs as 
he uſeth, and put him- inte the ſaid 
Houſe and fer fire on. all tegether about 
him, and baniſh him from that Occupz- 
_ tion before the Miners. for Ever. 
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7. Item, If that Perſon doth pick or ae 

| Neal there any more, he ſhall be trye( E, 
by the Law, for this Law and Cuſtone | ns 
hath no mgreto do with him. | wot 

| do 


\ 8. 7rem, That every Lord of the Soyle | 
ought to keep two Miner Courts by | 
the year, and to ſwear twelve Men of | 
the ſame Occupation, | for the redrels of | 
Miſdemeanors touching the Mine: ics. 


9. Item, That the Lord or Lords may } 
make and grant manner of Arretts | 
( viz.) firſt for ſtrife derween Man F 
and Man, for their Works under the | 
(round or/Earth. Secondly for hisown | 
.dutys for Lead or Oare, whereloever ſ 
- he findeth .it upon the ſame Forrelt. 


Io. Item, That ifany man by means 

of -Misfortune take his death, as by ta!- I 
 Iingof the Earth upon him, by drawing I - 
, or {tifeling, or otherwite, as in time paſt 
many have been, the Workmen of the | 
ſame Occupation are bound to fetch 
him eut of the. Earth, and to bring | 

| Lum. 


ET] 
him to Chriſtian Burial at cheir own 


coſts and charges, although he be forty 
Fathome under the Earth, as hereto- 


| fore hath been done, and the Coroner 
| or any officer at large (hall not have to 


| do with him in any reſpect. 


